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Fellow soldiers in the service of the King of love; 
     Our High Chief and Commander has been 
reminding us that “… the weapons of our warfare 
are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the 
destruction of fortresses. We are destroying 
speculations and every lofty thing raised up against 
the knowledge of God, and we are taking every 
thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 
10:4,5). Let’s unpack those two verses a little by 
doing a recon of the AO (that’s military talk for 
reconnaissance of the area of operations). 
     Imagine a vast battlefield that not only spans the 
universe, it spans all of time – that’s right – a little 
beyond our scope, wouldn’t you agree? Throughout 
the ages, the battle is brought to this earth for just a 
short time – the fullness of time. Jesus came and 
defeated our foes now and for all time: sin, death, 
hell and Lucifer. The fortresses are invisible, the 
enemy hidden, the battles unseen. Now, every day 
we awaken to residual battle – a battle that rages 
over the hearts of people. Paul describes this battle 
as beginning in “things” “… raised up against the 
knowledge of God…”! Do you know of these 
things? Or are we all too aware of our “same stuff, 
different day” mentality? It’s time to WAKE UP!!  
     First of all, it’s important to note here that Paul, 
like Jesus (what comes out of a man defiles – not 
what goes in, Mk 7:20), emphasizes the inner 
person. Taking every thought captive, then, 
becomes more important in our struggle against the 
enemy. In fact, it is only “… to the obedience of 
Christ…” (vs.5) and “… with all prayer and 
petition…” (Eph. 6:18); that we will conquer! But 
there is yet another…    
     As Pastor Bob guides us through this spiritual 
warfare series; let’s remind ourselves that,  “… our 
struggle is not against flesh and blood (people), but 
against the rulers, against the powers, against the 
world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual 
forces of wickedness in the heavenly places” (Eph. 
6:12) (all emphases mine). That same chapter lists  

our defenses and our weapon – our armor and the 
Word of God (vs.11-18) .  
     Timothy is reminded through Paul’s analogy of 
the life of a soldier when he proclaims that, “No 
soldier in active service entangles himself in the 
affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the 
one who enlisted him as a soldier” (2 Tim 2:4). That 
same chapter goes on to describe what diligence as 
a soldier enlisted with Jesus looks like: “… 
accurately handling the Word of Truth” (vs.15). 
     Interestingly enough, verse 15 from both 
passages are describing the Bible. In fact, one detail 
in Ephesians that is oft overlooked in the pursuit of 
emphasizing our defensive armor and sword is: “… 
having shod your feet with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace”. How ironic that the peace the 
world desires and claims to be at odds with 
“religion” (i.e., Jesus), is the very peace that Jesus 
offers through His church. Even His people get it 
wrong when we lack discernment over how and 
especially when to use our sword, bring up our 
shield, or when to run.  
     In the infantry (where you walk or run 
everywhere you go – and make fun of the lazy guys 
in the armor division); we were trained to take only 
one boot off at a time when changing our socks. 
This was so we could still run on almost any terrain 
somewhat effectively in case of an attack. (If 
you’ve ever tried to run barefoot down a gravel road 
you know what I mean.) Well in Isaiah 52:7 we’re 
reminded of “… how beautiful are the feet of Him 
who bringeth the Gospel of Peace…”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Our vision is to be a church whose passion 

For God gives rise to a heart for the lost and 
is demonstrated by our love for one another. 
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Fight the Good Fight continued… 
 
That’s Jesus, folks, and He can go barefoot! We 
can’t! We need our feet shod. With what? With the 
preparation of the gospel of peace! This over-
looked detail can cost us the battle. How can you 
“speak the truth in love” (in peace) without 
preparing yourself in the Word? How will we run 
when we need to - without shoes? How far do you 
think you can travel on the King’s highway with no 
shoes? How will we run to the battle, to victory… 
without preparing our feet for movement? Let’s get 
in the Word – amen! 
The War is won! The Battle belongs to the Lord! 
All you have to do is stand firm and - “…fight the 
good fight…” (2 Tim 4:7).                                                           

Love, Andy (in the Army of the God of 
Reconciliation) 
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Open House for Ruth 
Brynholf’s 80th Birthday 
Sunday, February 1, from 2 
to 5 pm, the children of Ruth 

Brynholf are holding an Open House in honor of 
her 80th birthday.  The Hope Church family is 
invited to stop by and congratulate Ruth on this 
milestone. 

�
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Luncheon, February 10, 
2009 at Noon. 
            This month we have 

a very special treat in store for everyone who 
comes.  The Caswell family of Stockton, IL  is 
coming to share their musical talents with us.  The 
head of the family is Dan Caswell, a lawyer.  The 
children range in age from 22 yr old Linnea to 7 yr 
old Laura.  In addition to vocal numbers, there will 
be some instrumental as well, depending on who 
will be available to come and sing. 
            Pastor Ken will give a devotional, and 
delicious food will be served by our wonderful cast 
of devoted volunteers, without whom this ministry 
would not happen. 
            Call Betty Alexander (815-623-2336) by 
Friday, February 6th, and leave your name and 
phone number just in case something happens 
weather-wise, then we can get back to you about 
postponements or cancellations. 
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Hope Church Family,  Thank you very 
much for the beautiful plant in memory of my sister.  I don’t 
know how I would geth through this without the help of my 
fellow believers.  Thank you for letting me be a part of your 
wonderful church.  God bless.  Love, Carole Ervin 
�
Dear Hope Free family, Thank you so very much for the 
beautiful flowers, prayers, and yummy meals you have sent 
my way.  Doug and the kids are grateful as well.  I have to 
say, Doug makes a great nurse and the children have been a 
wonderful help during my recovery.  I thank God each and 
every day for followers like you-you make my heart smile.  
You have been a blessing, God bless you, Jennifer Mayer 
 
To my brothers and sisters at Hope church;  I wish to thank 
you all for your cards, flowers, and prayers. Without your 
support and prayers I am sure these last two months would 
have been a lot harder to go through then it has been.  Gordon 
Wiegal 
 
Dear Hope Free Family, Thank you for the beautiful flowers 
and so many cards!  Thanks most of all for your friendship, 
warmth and love toward my father.  If he were here he would 
belt out a hearty AMEN!  He had really begun to feel like this 
had become his church home.  He really connected and looked 
forward to the Tuesday am breakfast group.  Thanks for 
inviting him to minister to you.  May God bless you all for 
your part in making his time here more full.  In His love, 
Marnie & Dan McAvoy 
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Adult Bible Fellowships 
Come meet some new friends (and reconnect with some old ones too) 

9:00 
Fellowship Hall   Fireside Room        Adult Classroom 

              

               
 

10:30 
Fellowship Hall            Fireside Room         
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If you have never tried coming to an ABF – what is stopping you from checking one out?   
 
 
 
 

Small Groups 
Looking to get plugged in? 

Have you been looking to go deeper in your faith and connectedness with the body?  Have you 
considered joining one of our Small Groups?  If you have never tried one out but would like to, 
please contact Pastor Brad who can connect you with an appropriate small group.  Our small 
groups meet on various nights of the week and typically study the sermon of the week in more 
detail, while friendships are formed and deepened.  Don’t sit on the sidelines, join an ABF or 
Small Group this week.   
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Men’s Ministry 
As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.  (Are you being sharpened?) 

 
 
 
 

Also: 
 

Free Church Men's Retreat 2009 
 

Speaker: Dr. Stuart Briscoe - formerly Senior Pastor of Elmbrook Church 
 

Date: April 24-25, 2009  Location: Timber-lee Christian Center  
 

Cost: $75.00 (includes meals and lodging) 
 

Registration is now open. Space is limited.  Contact Pastor Brad @ pastorbrad@hefc.net 
or register in lobby. 
 
 
 
 

Softball 

 
  

Last year many men from Hope took part in the Iron 
Sharpens Iron one day equipping conference.  There 
were ample opportunities to learn how to put our faith 
into practice as men, husbands, fathers, and sons.  One 
day session included lunch and fellowship throughout 
the day with many resources available for growth.  
Please register in lobby or by contacting Pastor Brad. 
 
March 14 @ First Evangelical Free Church 
$47.00 (includes lunch) 

  �� �� �� �� �� �� ��

Can you run faster than this man? Can you throw harder than this man?  Can 
you hit the ball farther?  (Hint – it’s not that difficult to do so!)  If you would 
like to spend Thursday evenings hanging out with other men from church in the 
Church Softball League, we would love to have you come out. We are looking 
for guys who can make a consistent commitment to the team.  If you can’t 
commit, then don’t sign up, but if you are looking for some camaraderie, 
fellowship, a chance to grow, and a little competition on the side, then come 
join us.  Contact Pastor Brad or look for signups coming soon in lobby. 



  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

����������	����
���
������������
��������������������	�����������

������������������������������������
	�������������������	
��������
����


�������
�������
�	���������
�������
����� !���

������
����������������
��
�������������������������������
������
��
�����������������
�������������	��

"�
���
��#���������$��������%&���
�
% ��'��������((�

  

"��������"��������"��������"��������
�������
���)*+'��������������
�������
���)*+'��������������
�������
���)*+'��������������
�������
���)*+'��������������
��������������'�������
���
�����,��
����������������'�������
���
�����,��
����������������'�������
���
�����,��
����������������'�������
���
�����,��
��� ���
  
  

  
  

����������
� �	���	�
��
!	"�����	"
��

 
 
 
 
 

Praise the Lord for the 
great opportunities we have up and coming! Our 
student ministries staff has almost finished up our 
calendar for 09 (through DEC 09) and we’ve only 
just missed January (next time we’ll start a little 
earlier)! Our leaders are fantastic: Tim Knaul, 
Audra Dobson, Ed Moreland, Emily Fuller and 
Doug Juhlin – please continue to pray for them and 
their families (if I forgot someone, please pray for 
them too : )! Also special thank-you to those who 
helped and to Rebecca Myers, Kelly Bogdonas and 

Elaine Myers for their bravery during our two all-
nighters back-to-back! 
   
   We have been preparing students through January 
for February’s theme – “Lifestyle Choices: walking 
by faith”. It will help if we discuss as families the 
choices we make throughout this month – let’s start 
some Holy Spirit-driven dialog – sorry – NO BAD 
ATTITUDES allowed! 

 
Special events: 
 01 FEB – Superbowl Sunday, FREEWAY -  5:30 – 
last play of the game 
13 – 14 FEB – Middle School overnighter in Beloit 
13 FEB – AWANA Family Night (Narrow Road 
performing) 
15 FEB – deadline for signing up/calling in/e-
mailing (first 120 names get to go) to our student 
ministries dinner after church: fundraiser and 
information about B.U.M.P. (Bridging Urban 
Missions Project for youth).  
*PENDING - Possibly a 5th quarter event in FEB 
(after a home game) 
22 FEB – BUMP dinner and information (any and 
all may attend but you have to be serious about 
supporting this endeavor – no free meals, no free 
rides, and no slackers!) 
 
MARCH: SPRING BREAK: probably a 
game/movie day and our Cherryville Mall 
Experiment (details forthcoming) 
*Possibly a Bethel Family Conference in Green Bay 
*Pending – Possibly a 5th quarter event 
 
25 APR Sa: Kiwanis Annual Pancake Day – TEEN 
CHOIR performing 
 
*03 MAY: Possibly joining with Martintown 
student ministries for Bill Jack in MN 
 
*06 JUN: High School on the Rock River (pending 
weather and river levels) 
07 JUN: Start date – meeting at parent’s houses 
(please don’t hesitate to start reserving dates to have 
the youth out at your house!) 
14 JUN: Teen Choir performance 
19 – 23 JUN: High School Camping (Wisc. Dells) 
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Biblical Virtue to pray for your kids 
Growth in grace: “I pray that my children may grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ”.  (2 Peter 3:18) 
 
Opportunity to Serve our Community 
Because of the growth in the Kinnikinnick school 
district, the place where they were holding their 
annual preschool screening became too small.  The 
school approached us, asking if Hope Church would 
be willing to let them do the preschool screening in 
our facilities.  What an awesome opportunity to be 
of service to our entire Roscoe community! 
 
The screening will take place on February 4th, 5th, 
10th and 11th during school hours.  There are a 
couple ways you can become involved.   
1) Pray for the teachers, parents and children.  Pray 
that by coming into our facility they would become 
aware of their need for spiritual training. 
2) Volunteer to bring a healthy treat to put in the 
area where the teachers will be having lunch.  
Contact Vera at 623-6545 
 
VBS is Coming!  
Mark the dates July 12-
18 on your calendar!  
That is the week we will 
be turning our church 
into a campground.  We 
will be using Gospel 
Light’s Son Rock Kids 
Camp as this year’s evangelistic VBS curriculum.   
 
We still need an assistant director who is willing to 
be trained so that they can be the director next year.   

 
 
 
If God is calling you to this position, please call 
Vera Juhlin at 623-6545. 
Watch for the leader signup sheets in the narthex 
soon!  Be praying about what part God would have 
you fill in this awesome outreach week. 
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David & Giselle Russell 
 
Ministry Description: 
HCJB Global is an international and 
interdenominational mission organization that uses 
media, health care and Christian leadership 
development as avenues for introducing people to 
Christ and for equipping believers for service.  
David and Giselle Russell have served with the 
mission since 1991.  David is the Director of the 
HCJB Global Technology Center in Elkhart, 
Indiana – a ministry that has been used by God to 
facilitate the planting of over 300 Christian radio 
stations worldwide.  The Technology Center is a 
source of technical tools, consulting and applied 
engineering help for numerous outreaches that serve 
the under-reached people groups of the world.  The 
Center also operates an internship program for 
young Christian technologists from North American 
universities and involves volunteer professionals 
with their development projects.  In addition to 
these mobilization efforts, the Technology Center 
takes work teams from U.S. churches to provide 
hands-on help for ministry partners overseas.  Hope 
EFC sent people on two of these trips during 2008. 
Giselle assists with hospitality at the Technology 
Center.  She also works part-time in the Elkhart 
public school system. 
 
Hope Evangelical Free Church began partnering in 
ministry with the Russells in the mid nineties when 
David and Giselle were serving in Ecuador.  Giselle 
worked as a Registered Nurse in HCJB Global’s 
medical ministries.  David was involved in technical 
support for the mission’s international broadcast 
operations.  
 
Location: 
US BASED – CROSS CULTURAL 

 
Prayer Requests:   

·  that our children will love the Lord with all 
their hearts 

·  for godly discernment and stamina for 
David / that he will be a good leader 

·  for Christ likeness and fruitful ministry for 
Giselle at home and in the workplace 

 
Agency: 
HCJB Global 
 
Birthdays: 
(Anniversary) 3/24 
David  5/6 
Giselle  11/13 
Samantha 8/29/97 
Aaron  5/26/99  
 
Address: 
2830 17th Street, Elkhart, IN/46517-4008 
 
e-mail:  russellnews@gmail.com 
Website:   www.hcjbglobal.org 

�
�
WHITE CROSS UPDATE 
Connie Ruden & Sharon Vinson, Coordinators 

 

Hooray!  A huge shipment was sent on January 19 to 
TouchGlobal Ministries.  Among the many items sent to 
help the needy were 51 quilts, 16 toddler quilts, 246 

rolled bandages, 402 layettes, 
193 knit hats, 14  surgical linens, 
12 knit bonnets, and more. 
Thanks to each of you for all you 
have done to produce these 
useful items.  Love = your gift of 
service.  
 

Please join us on Tuesday, February 3, and/or Saturday, 
February 21, in Drake Hall between 8 am and noon.  
Come with your servant’s heart and a scissors, and we’ll 
put you to work. 
 
Please continue to help us stock up blankets and mattress 
pads for insides of quilts as well as lightweight pastel 
flannel (usually solid colors works best) for receiving 
blankets (1 yd = one blanket).  Unbleached muslin is 
needed to sew more surgical drapes for Tandala Hospital 
and Clinics in the Democratic Republic of Congo.   
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