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   With all this talk of politics, elections, issues 
and… OIL – I’ve been thinking a lot about purity. 
Some of you now are asking yourselves, “what do 
politics and elections have to do with purity – 
unless, of course, you refer to the loss thereof 
throughout our government?” Perhaps I’m referring 
to my recent bewilderment over some nondescript 
piece of something that had just been rescued from 
a vat of boiling oil at the local golden arches? As I 
sat in a booth and pondered what wondrous lovin’ it 
is this?, I was filled with incredulity over the 
amount of oil that could escape from that little fried 
carcass and soak through not one, two or even eight 
napkins but – WOW – twelve! No, apart from the 
kind of purity relevant to when the oil in the vat was 
last changed – there really isn’t much of a 
correlation between politics, oil or McDonalds. I’ve 
simply been thinking a lot about purity because of 
its biblical relationship to oil. 
     Almost everything that burned in the ancient 
world for giving light was powered by oil. Our 
entire industry of machines in the modern world is 
powered almost entirely by oil. Oil, by its very 
nature and function, so it seems, was made to burn. 
Oil itself is even refined to create gasoline – an even 
more volatile substance. In fact, the less pure, the 
harder it is on our machines. The more pure, the 
more efficient!  
     Oil was used throughout ancient times as 
symbolic of dedication – kings were anointed, 
events were dedicated and sacrifices were 
implemented. The Old Testament priests had to 
offer up holy incense and holy oil with holy utensils 
– that is, they were sanctified – set apart, or purified 
for God’s purposes. 
     Lamps were powered by oil – that fact alone, 
(given the frequency with which the lamp is 
mentioned in scripture for many applications), 
should cause us to consider oil. Oil is mentioned as 
a healing balm throughout scripture as well as an 
anointing with prayer for healing in the New 
Testament.   

     Jesus’ parable of the ten virgins is so chuck full 
of symbolism and depth of meaning, it could be a 
commentary unto itself. Virgins are considered a 
symbol of purity. The foolish ones took no oil with 
them to go out to meet the bridegroom – but the 
prudent ones did. Again, there’s so much more to 
that – I’ll encourage you to read it for yourself. 
Obviously some thought must be given to the 
meaning of oil and it’s relationship to purity in our 
lives today – I mean, Jesus Himself told these 
stories using real-life practical things that were just 
as much symbols that we might grasp both the 
obvious and the deeper meanings!  
 

Now – on to purity… 
 

     We all love things that are pure. Pure truth, pure 
thoughts, pure love, pure air, pure water, pure-
breeds (except, perhaps poodles) and pure-white. 
Nobody likes bugs in their food (unless bugs are 
their food), sand in their water, lies in the truth or 
finding out about impure motives.  
     Everywhere we see labels boasting the purity of 
products: pure butter, 100% pure cotton, purified 
water and, yes, pure extra-virgin olive oil. The 
Germans even began a brewing purity law! That’s 
right – a specific law guaranteeing absolute purity 
in their brewing from the kinds of ingredients right 
on through to the process. Even the junk-food 
junkies know it when 
someone’s defiled 
their 100% purely 
chemical Twinkie 
with some kind of real 
fruit filling or gone 
and fortified it with 8-
essential vitamins and 
iron… YUCK! 
     What would colors 
be like if they didn’t 
have a “pure” state or 
starting point – 
 
 

Continued on next pg.. 
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Pastor’s article continued… 
–we would never know true green or red, we would 
only know some variation. And who likes “snirt” 
more than pure black dirt or pure white snow? Ever 
try planting in snirt or building a snow-man with it? 
There is an indescribable feeling we all get when 
we wake to a beautiful sunrise breaking through the 
trees onto a pristine, unmolested blanket of pure 
white snow (at least for that precious moment 
before we begin thinking about the inevitability of 
shoveling). That, my friends, is why Isaiah wrote, 
“‘Come now, and let us reason together’,” Says the 
Lord, ‘Though your sins are as scarlet, they will be 
as white as snow…’” (Is. 1:18) - why David wrote, 
“…wash me and I shall be whiter than snow.” (Ps 
51:7b) - and why we sing about the worthy, spotless 
Lamb of God today who alone can wash us whiter 
than snow! If you do not know what it’s like to 
experience a purity like that new-fallen snow in 
your heart – talk to Jesus about that right now. Only 
He desires to really cleanse you and give you a new 
heart (Jer. 11:19, 36:26).  
     Obviously, there’s a really strong thread 
throughout scripture between oil and purity, 
dedication and practice, ritual and cleansing. There 
are far more parallels and connections between 
purity and oil than we have time or space here to 
develop – but I hope this got you started! As I work 
on my thesis for Levitical (and other ancient 
religious) sacrifices and the book of Hebrews, I’ve 
had to stop and consider the symbols, the tools and 
ritual, the fuel, and, ultimately the sacrifices 
themselves. I’ve had to stop and consider when was 
the last time I thanked God for changing my heart. 
When was the last time I noticed He had? When 
was the last time I asked Him too?  
    With “Purity” weekend happening in November 
– what will you be adding to your list of things 
you’re thanking God for this year? Will you be 
thanking Him for the usual fun, food and 
fellowship? Why not add some small or even 
ground-breaking change you’ve allowed Him to do 
in your heart? Why not begin praying now for the 
Holy Spirit to prepare your heart for the Refiner’s 
fire? Let’s dedicate ourselves by His appointing and 
His anointing. Let’s trim our lamps, pray and keep 
burning ever more brightly until He should come 
for us. (Let’s make sure we have enough oil!) Let’s 
all look forward yet this month to God changing the  

 
 
hearts of the people of Hope; purifying His Bride, 
the church – wouldn’t it be great if Roscoe got to 
experience life with the people of Hope church and 
declare that His church is truly His purified pride 
and joy? Love, Andy 
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CARTRIDGES, CANS  and, CELLS, oh my! 
CARTRIDGES, CANS and CELLS, oh my! That’s 
right - CANS, CARTRIDGES and CELLS for cash! 
OR, as our youth group is calling it: 
CARTRIDGES, CELLS and CANS for CHRIST!! 
Time to clean out those drawers, tear through that 
closet and do your office cleaning before the big 
snows come and you don’t feel like it! Bring in all 
your old cell phones laying around, your old used 
printer cartridges and start saving those aluminum 
cans – that’s all $$ that can just keep a-tricklin’ in! 
You don’t have to cell anything – you can do it! 
Just call or e-mail Andy with what you got and 
when you’d like to bring it in. We do have a black 
bin in the youth room for cell phones and soon 
there’ll be one for ink cartridges as well. You don’t 
recycle? That’s OK – WE DO and we get $$ for our 
youth group – every little bit helps! Thanks! 
 
Up and coming: 
 
Middle school will meet at the Otts next Sunday 
afternoon. Their junior high unofficial “Halloween” 
party is this Thursday the 30th from 6:30 – 8:30 pm 
(bring a jacket/sweater)  
 
High school will meet at the Otts next Sunday night. 
Their high school unofficial “Halloween” party is 
Fri., October 31 from 7-12 (7-8 food and 
fellowship, 8-10 ALIEN vss PREDATOR game and 
10-12 “The “Burbs” movie). 
 
High Schoolers – don’t forget to sign up for Purity 
Weekend (it’s only $10 for you)! The speaker will 
be great and you’ll get to experience your very own 
WNL band once again. 
 
A Special Thank You to the Youth at Hope!! 
On Sunday, September 28, Pastor Andy and about 
35 members of the youth group plus several moms 
and dads came out to our house and performed a 
service we’ll never forget.  They cut about five 
large trees into fireplace length logs, split the wood, 
cleaned up the small branches and 
raked the yard clean.  This would 
have taken me a month to accomplish.  
Amazing!  Thank you to all who came 
and served.  Mike & Eunice Llewellyn 
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SMALL GROUPS 
Small Groups are starting this month.  If you have 
not signed up for, but would like to join a small 
group, please contact Pastor Brad and he will match 
you up with a small group.   
 
 

ADULT BIBLE FELLOWSHIPS  
9:00 am 
 
Quest (College)  
How to Manage Money God’s Way 
 
Oasis (20’s & 30’s)   
To Serve With All Your Strength 
 
 Tapestry (Multigenerational)  
 To Serve With All Your Strength 
 

                  10:30 am 
 
Hopefulls (Multigenerational)  
James 

 
Transitions (Seniors)  
John 
 

 
Senior Saints Luncheon, November 11th at Noon 
     Our annual Thanksgiving get-together will 
feature a delicious turkey and trimmings.  Can’t you 
just smell it already?  The musical part of the 
program will be presented by the “Salty Strings.”  
John and Connie used to live in Beloit, but have 
moved since to California and back – now living in 
Weldon, IL.  Their web site www.saltystrings.com 
shows that their ministry is based on Matthew 5:13, 
14 – “You are the salt of the earth….”  It has been a 

long while since they came and played and 
sang for us.  Invite your friends to come 
with you, and make your reservation by 
Friday, November 7th by calling Betty 
Alexander at 815-623-2336. 
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Mark Your Calendars NOW! 

  

      Saturday, December 13 at 7 pm 
      Sunday, December 14 at 10 am 
       Sunday, December 14 at 7 pm 
 
WWWWho Will You Invite?ho Will You Invite?ho Will You Invite?ho Will You Invite?    

 
 
 

 
I’ll Be Home for Christmas” 
is an enjoyable musical drama set in “Anytown 
USA, during the Christmas Season of 1941.    The 
musical takes a look at an extended family of real 
people whose faith provides the foundation for 
how they face every situation.  People of all ages 
will enjoy the jazzy sounds of the big band era.  
You’ll find your feet tapping, your heart full of 
laughter and even some tears as you share the joys 
and trials of this Christian family trying to make  
sense of the Christmas season when worldwide war 
appears “just around the corner”.   
 
Of course, those were the days of radio…and the 
Celebration Choir is just the group to provide the 
“live” radio broadcast, complete with Jingle Bells, 
Toyland, God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, The 
Dropettes singing their famous Coffee Commercial,  
Fibber McGee and Molly, The Shadow, Adventures 
of The Lone Ranger, Live Sound Effects, Joy to the 
World, and of course – I’ll Be Home for Christmas.   
 
The purpose of the production?  Outreach….. As 
much fun as the production is to experience, the 
message is clear, and there will be an invitation to 
receive Jesus.    The month of November is the time 
to begin inviting friends, co-workers, neighbors, etc.  
Invitations will be available in the Narthex on 
November 16.  If anyone would like posters or fliers 
for their places of work, or some other possible 
good advertising location, please contact Pat N at 
the church. We’d be delighted to provide you with 
promotional materials. 
 
Two more  favors-  
1:  Does anyone have items from this era (the time 
of the bombing of Pearl Harbor) – clothing, 
newspaper articles, memorabilia, etc.  We would 
like to create a display from that era. 
2:  Will you continue to pray for this event – for all 
aspects of it; staffing, production, childcare, 
advertising, that God will begin to work in the 
hearts of those He wants to hear the message even 
now, so when you ask your guests they will be ready 
to say yes?  It is our desire to be used by God to 
draw those who are lost to Him, and to draw those 
of us who are already His closer to Him.  Thank 
you! 
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  February 27 & 28 
     
               at 
 

  Lake Lawn Lodge                  
             Delavan, WI 

�
 Rhea Briscoe  
 Our guest speaker 
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We will be pulling out Christmas resources in 
the next few weeks, so keep an eye out on the “New Arrivals” 
shelf for your holiday reading and entertainment choices. 
 
Due to the spending moratorium, we will not be placing any 
more orders for the library until further notice.  We will be 
posting a “wish list” of materials that we’d like donated on the 
bulletin board by the library door.  If you plan to buy any of 
the materials that are on that list and would be able to donate 
them so others can read them, it would be greatly appreciated!  
Please note your intent on the wish list so we don’t get 
multiples. 
 
Here’s a sneak peek at what you’ll see on the “New Arrivals” 
shelf in November: 
 
Non-Fiction: 
·  The Love Dare by Stephen Kendrick & Alex Kendrick (as 

featured in the movie, “Fireproof”) 
Fiction:  
·  On a Whim (Katie Weldon series #2) by Robin Jones 

Gunn 
·  All Through the Night by Davis Bunn 
·  The Longing (The Courtship of Nellie Fisher series #3) 

by Beverly Lewis 
·  White Christmas Pie by Wanda E. Brunstetter 
Youth:  
·  Clopper and the Night Travelers by Emily King 
DVD:  
·  Bella 
·  Behind the Mask 
Save the Planets! (3-2-1 Penguins! Series) 
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It  is time again to be preparing for 
gifts to our military personnel. This 
year we are asking for monetary gifts.  
A committee will purchase 
wholesome DVD's, CD's, and Visa 
gift cards as well as a few snack type 
items. You may donate any amount (every little bit 
helps). If you give a check, please make a notation 
'for military gifts' on the designation line. This will 
not be counted as a tax deductible donation. Or you 
can slip some cash in an envelope and designate on 
the front as for military. 
The final day for giving will be Nov. 16. 
Also, if you have someone in the service please be 
sure that the office has their correct rank and 
address. 
Let's make this a Merry Christmas to those who are 
giving so much.   Thank you 
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Sharon Vinson & Connie Ruden, Coordinators 

 
October has proven to be another 
good month of productivity for the 
White Cross ministry thanks to your donations of 
just the things we needed, especially the knit items 
and old blankets for quilt insides.  We are again 
blessed with outside volunteers from Sue Walsh’s 
7th and 8th grade Societal Studies students at 
Stephen Mack Middle School; they will again be 
helping tear bandages and preparing them for 
sewing each quarter of the 2008-09 school year.   
 
The November workdays are scheduled on 
Tuesday, November 4, and Saturday, November 
15, in Drake Hall.  Please come and join us for 
whatever portion of the 8-12 noon time period 
you are able.  Not only do we need workers, but 
we need your participation in providing items 
for our use.  This month we especially need: 
  
Quilt insides (mattress pads, old blankets) 
Lightweight flannel for receiving blankets (1 
yard per receiving blanket) 
Ziploc storage bags (gallon size) for shipping 
layettes 
Soap, lotion, and shampoo 
 
Thanks for ALL you are doing to make this ministry 
successful and helpful to those in need.   May God 
bless you for your generosity to others.  
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Operation Christmas Child brings joy and hope to 
children in desperate situations around the world 
through gift-filled shoe boxes and the Good News 
of God’s love. Since 1993, more than 61 million 
shoe boxes have been packed, shipped, and 
delivered across the globe. People of all ages can 
make a difference in this world by becoming 
involved in this simple, hands-on missions project 
while focusing on the true meaning of Christmas—
Jesus Christ. 
�
How, then, can they call on the one they have not 
believed in? And how can they believe in the one of 
whom they have not heard? And how can they hear 
without someone preaching to them? And how can they 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written, "How 
beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!" 
Romans 10:14-15  
 

Hope will again be a designated Relay Center for 
Operation Christmas Child. Relay Center hours will 
be: 
Monday – Thursday (Nov. 17-20) 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
Friday (Nov. 21) 12:00 -3:00 p.m. 
Saturday (Nov. 22) 11:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m. 
Sunday (Nov. 23) 12:00-2:00 p.m. 
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Our Hope Church 
Family, Thank you for 
the beautiful plant and 
thoughtfulness at the 
passing of Paul Haraldsen  
(Sue Hundt’s Dad). He was 
a wonderful man and will be missed. It 
is great to have a Christian Family that cares for our 
needs during our time of sorrow. Love Chuck, Susan 
and Krissy Hundt 
 
 

Dear Hope Free Family,  I want to thank you for the 
beautiful bouquet of flowers, meals and cards of 
encouragement I received after my surgery.  Thank 
you so much again.  In Christ’s Love, Julie Kail 
 
 
 
Dear Hope Church, I just wanted to thank you again 
for the check you gave me to help out with things 
while my Dad is in Madison. The help has been 
very much appreciated with the added gas expense 
and cafeteria costs for the past couple of weeks. My 
mom also appreciated knowing there was this gift to 
help out with some unexpected things. We also 
thank you for your prayers as they have helped us  
through and have kept us going on. Lois Robinson 
and Leona Battist 
�

�
Dear Hope Family, I am so blessed to be a part of 
such an incredible family! Your care & concern for 
me during this time of recovery from my back 
surgery is so comforting. I don’t know what I would 
do without you. Thank you for the beautiful plant, 
cards, calls, meals, and visits. Thank you for 
praying me through this past painful year and my 
surgery. I was so at peace because of your prayers. 
Even though it brought an extra turn of events, I am 
still blessed. May God richly bless you as you have 
blessed me. Dorene Burruss 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Dear Hope Family, 
Thanks so much for the many signs of your 
appreciation during October. We’re so thankful for 
the cards and letters and especially for the amazing 
and beautiful quilts. We’re so blessed to be part of 
the Hope Free Family! Pastor Bob, Pastor Brad, 
Pastor Ken, Pastor Andy and families  
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Don’t Forget to Vote!!  
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For those of you attending Purity 
Weekend, Saturday, November 8,  
the intended schedule is listed below. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, November 8 
8:30-9:20 Check In & Continental 

Breakfast (Men & Women) 
9:30-10:00  Intro & Worship  

     (Men & Women) 
10:00-10:10  Break 
10:15—11:30 Women Session #1 & #2  
  Men Session #1 
11:30-12:15  Lunch  (Men & Women) 
12:15-12:45  Worship (Men & Women) 
12:45-1:30  Women Session #3/Q & A 
  Men Session #2 
1:30-1:40   Break for Men 
1:40-2:30  Men Session #3/Q&A 
 
As you will notice in the schedule above, the 
women are finished at 1:30 and the men 
continue on until 2:30 pm. 
 
Praying together that our time with authors 
Steve & Kathy Gallagher of Pure Life 
Ministries (www.purelifeministries.org) will 
be “a straightforward look at living in sexual 
purity, designed to bring (Christians) in 
contact with the truth of God's Word and the 
God of all truth.”  We can all use that! 
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A Membership Meeting has been 
scheduled for Sunday, Nov. 16, 
2008 at 11:45 AM. 
  
The agenda for this meeting is to  
 achieve an affirmation vote for (2) 
members at large for the 
nominating committee. 
  
It is necessary for this special 
meeting in that a quorum was NOT 
met for the October 19, 2008 
Congregational Meeting. 
  
Please plan to attend this very 
short meeting. 
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