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By Pastor Bob 
 
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of 
his might.   Put on the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to stand against the schemes of the 
devil.  For we do not wrestle against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this 
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil 
in the heavenly places.  Eph. 6:10-12 ESV 
 
The passage above is one that most of us are 
familiar with.  It is one, however, that I am 
increasingly convinced we do not take as literally as 
we should.  It states clearly that we are engaged in a 
conflict…wrestling with spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly places.  With what God has been doing 
over the last year to two years here at Hope, I fully 
expect that this conflict will increase rather than 
wane in the months and years to come. 
 
God has added people to our numbers and we have 
had lives changed as a result of the ministries and 
the people here at Hope.  We recently had a Purity 
Weekend event that further impacted people’s lives.  
I don’t believe for a moment that the Adversary is 
going to take that sitting down.  As a matter of fact, 
we are already seeing evidences of counter-attacks 
that are designed to distract and discourage God’s 
people from doing what they are here to do. 
 
I am planning a series on Spiritual Warfare starting 
in January of 2009.  I have been studying and 
preparing sermon outlines for the last couple of 
months and that has further convinced me that this 
is not only a topic that is timely, it is also something 
we need to have a clear, biblical understanding 
of…lest the enemy deter us with fear and confuse 
us with misinformation.  This series is going to be 
11 weeks in length and will be a bit different in 
terms of format from what we have been used to.   
 

 
 
There are times that will be “preaching” times and 
times that will be more teaching oriented. 
 
My purpose is not to delve into deliverance 
ministries or do an all-encompassing work on 
demonization.  In fact, we will spend little time on 
that.  Instead, we will be addressing such issues as: 
“Where did Satan come from?”  “Why does he hate 
me?”  “What are his tactics?” and more.   I believe 
that as we come to a biblical understanding of both 
our enemy and the reality of the battle we are in, 
that we will find ourselves on our knees more and in 
God’s Word more. 
 
To that end, I want to ask you to do two things in 
preparation for this series:  First, begin to pray for 
me and for this series because it is something the 
enemy will resist.  Secondly, make an effort to 
attend as many of these Sundays as you can and 
seek to bring friends or neighbors with you.  One of 
the best tools of evangelism is the contrast between 
the truth of God’s Word and the lies of the enemy.  
It is my prayer that you will have opportunities to 
dialogue further with people you are acquainted 
with who don’t know 
Jesus and that the time 
we spend together in 
God’s Word will create a 
hunger to know Him 
more fully and to 
recognize the deceptions 
of the Adversary more 
readily. 
 

  
  

 

  
Our vision is to be a church whose passion 
For God gives rise to a heart for the lost and 
is demonstrated by our love for one another. 
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Thank you for the beautiful plant in loving memory 
of Marian C. Kinley (Ruth Leisure’s mother).   
Ruth and Paul Leisure 
	
Dear Hope Free Family, Our family greatly 
appreciated all of the cards, prayers, and the 
beautiful plant. It is at times like this that your 
thoughtfulness is so appreciated. There is great 
comfort to know my mother is with the Lord.  
Gary & Carol Builta 
 
Dear Hope Free Family, Thank you for the beautiful 
peace plant basket in remembrance of our daughter 
Jerilyn. We also want to thank you for the delicious 
food brought to the house, the luncheon prepared 
after the service, the many comforting words and 
cards but most of all for the many prayers in our 
family’s behalf. You are truly family in every sense. 
In Christ’s love, Jerry and Alice Walker 
 
Dear Hope Free Church Family, Thank you so 
much for the beautiful prayer plant. It was delivered 
with a hug! Thank you also for the cards, kind 
words, and caring from our church family. Thank 
you for praying so faithfully for my mom, Ginger. 
She is a special lady and is now with the Lord and 
healed! Thank you so much. Love, Pam Hanson & 
Family 
 
Dear Hope Family,  Thank you for the beautiful 
flowers.  Thank you one and all for your prayers.  
Prayers are still needed for strength and no more 
complications.  Thank you, Leo & Leona Battist 
and family 
 
Thank you for the prayers, thoughts and cards, the 
plant and beautiful flowers sent during the passing 
of Wes’ beloved sister, Joy and brother, Pete.  It has 
been difficult losing them both so close together, 
but we know that God now has two more beautiful 
voices in His choir.  God bless all of you.  Wes and 
Audrey Retzlaff 
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     On November 10th the Missions Board and 
committee had the pleasure of hearing a 
presentation from Shelly King and her plans to 
follow God’s calling to service into the mission 
field. She will be spending the next three years in 
England with International Christian Youth (ICY) 
working through a local church in Keynsham. 
Keynsham is located between Bristol and Bath 
about an hour outside of London. There she will be 
working with the youth while also pursuing her 
academic studies. Her schedule will include weekly 
cluster meetings with 9 or 10 other student leaders 
and she will have a mentor in the local church. The 
organizational structure is such that her missionary 
work with the youth will include four area churches. 
England is a country now dominated by a post-
modernist culture where the church has gone cold. 
The mission she is undertaking brings light to an 
area where there is much darkness. 
     Shelly is asking for prayer support. She will need 
to raise just over $5,000 by January 1st to make her 
goal to leave on time so let’s pray that her support 
letters will find people with willing hearts to help 
her in this endeavor.  
     She has been accepted by St. John Baptist 
Church and will be staying with a host family there 
that is very active in youth ministry. 
     For more information regarding this mission you 
can check it out at www.icy.org.uk and for 
information on the church type in 
www.moretolife08.org.uk and 
www.keynshamparish.org.uk. You can also email 
Shelly with both your support and encouragement 
to Shellsmiles87@yahoo.com.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
The Missions Board and 
Committee 
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                                                                  “ I’ll Be Home for Christmas” 
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  February 27 & 28 
     
               at 
 

  Lake Lawn Lodge                  
             Delavan, WI 

	
 Rhea Briscoe  
 Our guest speaker 
 
 
Registration will begin in January!! 
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Women of Hope 

Winter/Spring Bible Studies 
 
BOTH studies below are 7 weeks  
Beginning January 28 ending March 11    
 
BOTH Studies offered: 
Wednesday AM study:  9:00 to 11:00 am 
Wednesday PM study:  6:45 to 8:30 pm 
 

Walking By Faith 
 

In Walking by Faith: 
Lessons Learned in the 
Dark Jennifer Rothschild 
contrasts the evidences of 
walking by faith and 
walking by sight and 
encourages participants to 
take risks, give God 

control, persevere through hardship, receive God's 
gifts, be guided by the Truth rather than feelings, 
and seek God. 

 

                                         COST:$12.50 
 

Loving Your Husband 
 

Women today are faced with a 
myriad of challenges, and those 
choices can greatly affect their 
relationships with God and with 
their husbands. How can you be 
a godly woman and wife in the 
context of an imperfect world? 
What are your roles, purposes 

and spheres of influence? How is God's Word 
relevant to the challenges and temptations you face? 
Cynthia Heald wants to encourage you in the 
lifelong process of discovering these things. As she 
leads you to key Scripture passages, you'll learn 12 
ways to apply biblical truth to the personal joys and 
struggles of your own marriage� ��
�

� � � ��� COST:$ 6.50 
 
Continued on next page…… 
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Women of Hope Winter/Spring Bible Studies cont.. 

 
 
First Place 4 Health 
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A new Bible study 
created for First Place 
4 Health that will teach 
you how to be free 

from the past, handle the day-to-day pressures in the 
present and move forward to the future God has 
planned.  When you allow God’s Word to show you 
the way, you and your fellow First Place 4 Health 
members can move together toward His purpose for 
your lives!  Based on proven techniques and 25 
years of experience, First Place 4 Health invites you 
to try the most complete Christ-centered healthy 
living program available.  First Place 4 Health will 
help you create balance in the four core areas of 
your life – emotional, spiritual, mental and physical.  
The results?  Total health from the inside out. 
 
OFFERED: 
Monday PM 
January 26 for 13 weeks 6:30 pm 
Cost: $14 for alumni and $89 for new members 
 
Tuesday AM 
January 27 for 13 weeks 8:30 am 
Cost: $14 for alumni and $89 for new menbers 
����
 

Nursery Care provided Wednesday 
morning for infants through 
Kindergarten.  
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Winter /Spring Bible Studies 
 

MEN’S FRATERNITY 
 Wednesday mornings @ 6:00 a.m.   
 

Men's Fraternity is a series of three one-     
 year-long studies. There are openings if you would 
like to join the study. 
  
The series is as follows: 
The Quest for Authentic Manhood  
Winning at Work and Home  
The Great Adventure.  
 
Men's Fraternity provides men with an encouraging 
process that teaches them how to live lives of 
authentic manhood as modeled by Jesus Christ and 
directed by the Word of God.  Taught and 
facilitated by Mike Butts.  For more information 
contact Pastor Brad at (815) 623-6545. 
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The Music Ministry Team asks for 
your prayers over our December 
Outreach Opportunities:  I’ll Be 
Home for Christmas”, December 
worship services & the Teen Choir 
as they go to the Rockford Drug 
Rehab on Dec 22nd. 

 
If you love to sing or play a band instrument, 
January is a very good time to join the Celebration 
Choir or Band! 
 
We are looking forward to our Easter Outreach 
service at Hononegah High School, as well as a 
special Passion Musical the Sunday before Easter.    
New Voices and Instrumentalists are encouraged 
and welcome to join us in ministry!  Let Pat Noble 
know you are interested. 
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Greetings loving parents, rockin’ students and 
beloved leaders of Hope student ministries! Please 
be in prayer for our upcoming events: 
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Also let’s pour on the coals before 2008 is out and 
pray and get involved in our goals and planning 
’09! 
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Above all else, let’s strive to encourage one another, 
contend for the faith, spur one another on to love 
and good deeds and truly be part of the solution – 
not part of the problem! Love, Andy 
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Due to the spending 
moratorium , we will not be 
placing any more orders for 
the library until further notice.  
We have posted several items on our bulletin board 
that we would like to have donated.  If you intend to 
purchase any of these items and would like to 
donate them after you’re finished with them, please 
indicate your interest by taking an item off the 
board and filling it out.  Thank you for helping us to 
keep the library up-to-date! 
 
We had many items missing after this year’s 
inventory.  We have posted the list of missing 
items on the bulletin board – please take a look to 
see if any of them ended up at your home.  If you 
find any of these missing materials, please return 
them to the book drop ASAP.  Thanks!  
 
We have pulled out various Christmas resources 
and placed them on the “New Arrivals” shelf.  Now 
you only have to look in one place to find your 
holiday reading and entertainment choices! 
 
 
 

Senior Saints 
 
Tuesday, December 9th, we will be  
serving a delicious Christmas ham  
dinner.  Anne Wallman, wife of our  
Associate Pastor of Youth, will be  
presenting the musical portion of 
the program.  Pastor Ken will give a  
devotional.  Please invite your 
friends to come and make your 
reservations by calling Betty 
Alexander at 815-623-2336 by 
Friday, December 5th.  Suggested 
donation for the meal is $4.  This is 
a great opportunity to meet new 
seniors attending Hope, and other 
from the surrounding cities. 
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