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By Pastor Ken Bergstedt 
 Ephesians 5:15 Look carefully then how you 
walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best 
use of the time, because the days are evil.  (English 
Standard Version) 
 
 The King James Version of the above verses 
uses the phrase I titled this article, in case you are 
wondering where the idea came from.  Most of the 
verses I have managed to memorize were done back 
when all I had was the KJV.  If you stop to think 
about it for a moment, the phrase doesn’t make 
sense.  Here’s why:  everyone of us is given the 
same amount of time as all the rest… 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week, 52 weeks in a year.  The 
word redeem most often means to buy something 
back.  Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law 
– He bought us back by paying the redemption price 
for our sins.  The Old Testament law was full of 
provisions to redeem things.. in order to get them 
back.  So the problem is, once you have spent an 
hour or better yet wasted an hour, it’s gone!  Like 
those silly sales ads on TV that say, “once they’re 
gone, they’re gone.”  But like those ads you can’t 
get it back, the time you used is gone. 
 We may look back on 2008 and see what we 
have done, but what we cannot do is redeem it – we 
cannot buy it back and start all over.  That’s why I 
say that the phrase redeeming the time doesn’t make 
sense, because once you have used a minute, you 
don’t get to try to use it again. 
 What is most interesting is that the practical 
application that I heard about Ephesians 5:16 
always centered on the wise use of my time.  And 
this application is exactly how the English Standard 
Version translates the Greek verbs.  The Agora was 
the market place.  The verb comes from the idea of 
making a purchase in the market, where the 
purchase price depends on your ability to make the 
best possible use of your money by getting the 
merchant to lower his asking price to your selling / 
buying price. 
 

 

 I have been in charge of my weekly schedule for 
40 years, as a solo pastor.  Every day of every week 
I needed to ask myself what would be the best 
possible use of the time available that week.  
Depending on the church and time of year, some 
days had a scheduled event around which I would 
work out my schedule.  I make up to do lists and 
daily blocks of time in which I would call and make 
appointments to see people.  I was the one who had 
to redeem the time or make the best possible use of 
my time.  Some days I reflect back to those hectic 
weeks where in addition to the sermons and Bible 
studies I had to prepare, there were additional 
services for funerals or weddings.  For instance, 
because of a horrible automobile accident in 
Wisconsin, I had visitation on Tuesday night, 
funeral on Wednesday 
morning, a second 
visitation on Wednesday 
night and funeral on 
Thursday.  That week, it 
was vital to make the 
best possible use of 
every minute.  I survived 
and in the midst of that 
God even gave me the opportunity to lead the 
family of the young girl who died (they had no 
church at all) to hear the Gospel and to become 
Christians.   
 Soon, you and I will take down the 2008 
calendar and put up the 2009 calendar.  365 days 
(maybe – none of us knows for sure when our final 
day will come) to do something.  If you are working 
full time, part of each week is spoken for.  Will you 
make the best possible use of your 8,760 hours?   If 
you haven’t heard the expression before, you will 
benefit by memorizing it:  “Only one life, ‘twill 
soon be past; Only what’s done for Christ will last.”    
I’d really like to see some retirees invest in a special 
way this year in activities that will count for 
eternity.  Will you join me in a movement towards 
significance?  Happy New Year! 
  

Our vision is to be a church whose passion 
For God gives rise to a heart for the lost and 
is demonstrated by our love for one another. 

�
���
������� ������ �
JJ aa nn uu aa rr yy   22 00 00 99             aa   pp uu bb ll ii cc aa tt ii oo nn   oo ff   hh oo pp ee   ee vv aa nn gg ee ll ii cc aa ll   ff rr ee ee   cc hh uu rr cc hh   
cc hh uu rr cc hh ff rr ee ee ff rr ee ee   cc hh uu rr cc hh   

Table of Content 
Pg 1 – Pastor’s article 
Pg 2 – Thanks & Missions 
Pg 3 – Seniors of Hope & ABF’s 
Pg 4 – Debt Free & Caring Ministry 
Pg 5 – Women of Hope & Music 
Pg 6 – Youth News 
Pg 7 – Kids of Hope 
Pg 8 – January Calendar 



�

 
I wanted to tell you thank you.  I received your 
package a few days ago and I greatly appreciate it.  
I am humbled by your thanks and appreciation.  As 
you have taken the time to thank me for my service,  
allow me to thank you for helping make this the 
great country it is, and thus worth fighting for.  
 Daniel McDorman   P.S.  Merry Christmas 
 

Dear Hope Free Church, Thank you so much for the 
wonderful gifts you sent. It feels so good to  know 
people are thinking of us around Christmas time. 
Many troops have to work through the holidays and 
only have each other to celbrate with. It can be very 
difficult for some to adapt when they can not be 
with family this time of year. However, we always 
find a way to make the best of the holiday season by 
coming together to become a family away from 
home. I shared my gifts with some people from 
work who did not receive care packages this year. 
They were extremely grateful to know how much 
you care. Please extend our gratitude to all the 
members of Hope Free Church. Merry Christmas, 
MMS Kirby, Linda 
�

Dear Members of Hope Free Church, On behalf of 
the Marines and Sailors of 2nd Battalion, 9th Marines 
serving in Ar Ramadi, Iraq, I would like to thank 
you for your generous gift. During this special time 
of year, as we prepare to celebrate the birth of Jesus 
Christ, our hearts and minds are drawn toward our 
families and homes back in the United States. Gifts 
such as yours make the distance seem much shorter 
and lift the spirits of our Warriors serving overseas.  
Please pass on our thanks to your partners at the 
Northern Winnebago County Kiwanis Club and 
WGSL Radio 91. Your kindness has helped to make 
a brighter Christmas season for several of our 
service members here at Task Force 2/9. Again, 
thank you and Merry Christmas. Semper Fidelis,  
D. Stuart Berry, LT MC USN Medical Officer 
 

Thanks so much for your prayers, calls, food, 
favors, and beautiful flowers I received due to my 
surgeries in late October and mid-December.  I'm 
mending and pushing hard to return to my normal  

 

duties at church and at home.  Thanks for your 
TLC.  Sharon Vinson 
 

We truly appreciated and it brought peace to our 
hearts, the many cards, plants, meals and the 
memorials made to the Rockford Rescue Mission as 
we mourned the loss of my dad.  It is a wonderful  
blessing to be part of such a caring church that is 
there to lift you up.  My dad is rejoicing with his 
Heavenly Father now.  Thank you! 
Karen Platzbecker and Family 
�
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WHITE CROSS UPDATE 
Connie Ruden & Sharon Vinson, Coordinators 

 

     As the fall months have been flying by, lots of 
work is getting done at White Cross workdays and 
in homes of Hope Free workers.  Thanks for all 
each of you has done to produce quilts, rolled 
bandages, knit items, surgical linens, and so much 
more for those in need.  Due to the spending 
moratorium, however, nothing has been shipped 
since July. 
     Please join us on Tuesday, January 6, and/or 
Saturday, January 17, in Drake Hall between 8 am 
and noon.  Come with your servant’s heart and a 
scissors, and we’ll put you to work. 
     Please continue to help us stock up blankets and 
mattress pads for insides of quilts as well as 
lightweight pastel flannel (usually solid colors 
works best) for receiving blankets (1 yd = one 
blanket). 
     We certainly appreciate the many sheets we 
receive that can be used as backs for quilts.  Thanks 
for your generosity.  
     We pray that your Christmas was merry and that 
in 2009 we can add your servant’s hands to the 
many who work for the Lord to make a difference 
for others. 
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SENIOR SAINTS – JANUARY 13, 2009 
     As is our custom, the Senior Saints monthly 
luncheon is held in January at the Hawk’s View 
Restaurant on Forest Hills Blvd at 12 Noon. 
We order off the menu, but this year, in addition to 
Pastor Ken’s devotional message, we will be 
enjoying the fine quartet music of the Professions of 
Faith from Rockford, IL. We thoroughly enjoyed 
their songs and testimonies last spring. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
    If you are new to Hope, this is a great opportunity 
to meet and greet others from the Stateline area.  
You might even make some new lifelong friends!  
Please invite some other friends to come with you 
and call and make your reservations with Betty 
Alexander at 815-623-2336.  {It would help her 
greatly if you would give her your full name and 
phone number in case bad weather forces us to 
cancel or postpone the event.} 
 
 

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
������������	�������	��

�� �� �� �� 

 �� �� �� 

 �� �� �� 

 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� ��   ��

Adult Bible Fellowships 
New studies starting in January – are you part of an ABF?  

If not – start your spiritual walk off right for 2009– Come join us. 
 

9:00 am 
Fellowship Hall  Fireside Room                 Adult Classroom 

                          Multi-generational        20’s & 30’s         College age 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10:30 am 
Fellowship Hall   Fireside Room 

                                 Multi-generational        Seniors 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Expository study 
        through Gospel of John 
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  A number of people have made offers of material 
goods which resulted in the supply of a need within 
the church family.   
 
Currently we have the following items available:  
 
 a refrigerator (Scotts); side tables and lamps 
(Vaubel); upright piano (Lees); electric clothes 
dryer (Vesely); bath tub support rails (Hewitt); gas 
clothes dryer (Heckman); and a spinet piano 
(Schenck). 
 
     If you need to use a small truck, a mini van or a 
car, people have offered to let you borrow it for 
your need.  Call Pastor Ken for details. 
 
     A crib is still needed by the Armbrusters – due 
date is coming closer. 
 
     The church nursery is in need of Christian 
board books, and barely used ride on toys with 
wheel that won’t come off(!) .  Talk to Vera Juhlin 
if you have something to donate. 
 
     A Swinger Organ is for sale, as is a pool table 
and all the equipment.  Contact Pastor Ken. 
 
     Ron Marshall has offered to help anyone who 
has trouble making the switch on their TV to the 
new digital broadcasting in February. 
 
     Rejoice – When Gary Builta’s Mom died, they 
had a lot of household items to give away.  Just at 
the same time, a woman was moving into an 
unfurnished apartment and needed everything and  
they were able to meet the need before I even got to 
publish their offer.  God is good, all the time. 
 
P.S.  If I have your item still listed and it is no 
longer available, please give me a call. 
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February 27 & 28 at 
Lake Lawn Lodge    Delavan, WI 

 

Rhea Briscoe is our guest speaker. She will be 
speaking on Astonishment: How 
an extraordinary God works 
through ordinary women. If you 
remember Rhea from our 
Victorian Tea 2 years ago you 
remember what a wonderful 
speaker she is. She is an active 
keynote and conference speaker 

who has a passion to see women experience the 
freedom and power found only in Jesus Christ.  She 
enjoys sharing the love of Christ and watching 
women be transformed by the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

Registration will begin Sunday, Jan. 11!! If you sign 
up for the retreat Jan. 11 you will receive a coupon 
to Culvers. Along with the coupon you will be 
entered into a drawing for gift certificate to Paneras 
as will all who register for this year’s Breakaway 
Retreat. SO make sure you sign up Jan. 11 for that 
Culver’s coupon AND a chance to win a Panera 
coupon!! Last day to register is Sunday, Jan. 25. 
 

Cost of the retreat is $79 which includes overnight 
accommodations, lunch on Saturday, and retreat 
fees!! Lake Lawn Lodge offers great rooms and 
wonderful food with an additional option of 
massage using a coupon that they provide with a 
percentage off the cost. After a busy holiday season 
who couldn’t use a relaxing massage???  
 
This is a great opportunity to get away for great fun 
and fellowship with other women.  
Hope to see you there!! 
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Thanks to all who supported “I’ll Be Home for 
Christmas” by either being direct participants of the 
production or by attending & inviting co-workers, 
neighbors, family members and friends to attend.  
My prayer is that follow up conversation will be 
continued with the guests you invited who came. 
Also, my prayer is that those who attended that are 
unchurched will feel welcome to attend worship or 
other events as they are held, and seeds will 
continue to be sown.  To God be the Glory!   pat  
 
On a similar note – if you supplied a prop or period 
item for display, it is sitting on the table outside the 
music room.  Please pick it up as soon as possible 
so we can get the area cleaned up.  Thanks!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Kidos to the Teen Choir who did an outstanding job 
of ministering to the men at the Salvation Army 
Drug Rehab Center on December 22.  A few of our 
ladies worked alongside some of our teens in 
preparing sandwiches.  Some of our parents 
prepared and served up the meal. The teens not only 
prepared and presented a music and drama 
presentation, but they also spent time dining and 
talking with the men they served.  Chris Noble & 
Andrew Edmonds along with some of our young 
men packed up all the necessary items we needed to 
take (sound equip, etc) and went ahead of the rest of 
the group to set up.  Pastor Andy provided a brief 
message. I continue to be amazed at our young 
people and how God grows them, uses them, and 
blesses their ministry. 
 
 
As we head into 2009, we look to God for 
opportunities to use the arts in support of worship, 
evangelism & discipleship in the church & our 
community.  Please continue to pray for us & let us 
know of any outreach opportunities you may 
become aware of.  

++ 
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Music Ministry continued… 
 

If you are someone who loves to sing, 
January is a good time to join the   
���������	
���	�� !  Our choir is a worship 
leading choir that meets on Thursday evenings 
6:50-8:20.  The spring 2009 session begins January 
15 and ends towards the end of May (we break for 
the summer). We would love to welcome you into 
our group which serves the Lord by providing vocal 
music leadership for worship as well as presenting 
the message of our Jesus Christ using music as the 
tool (concerts & musical dramas…).  
 

Have a Blessed New Year! 
 

PS – looking ahead   
·  Easter Outreach Service at the 

Hononegah Performing Arts 
Center is on April 12. 

·  The Celebration Choir will present a Passion 
Musical the Sunday before Easter, April 5. 

·  Teen Choir Concert will be in early June. 

�
�

"
#	
�-�)����
 

     Merry Christmas and a blessed new year in ’09! 
You’re friendly neighborhood pastor to students 
hopes this letter finds all of our families at Hope 
living in the power of the Holy Spirit, comforted by 
His grace and dispensing His mercy liberally 
throughout the Roscoe area!   
     We have a great opportunity on January 11 to re-
visit “See You At The Pole” with our mid-year, 
“Pole Vault” celebration. This event will have a 
WNL feel to it but we will be focusing on student’s 
testimonies about how God has been working in 
their hearts and lives (and in their friends’) 
throughout the year thus far. Highlights will include 
“Narrow Road” band, student testimony and 
breakout sessions. We’ll go from 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
and we’ll need a lot of parents who are willing to 
interact with small groups of students as well as 
crowd control. Contact Andy Wallman.  
 
 
 

 
 Not too much to plan on for January and February 
for our student ministries… yet! Our original high 
school ski trip for the end of January was cancelled  
due to lack of skiers (can you believe it?). As this 
letter is being typed, then, our plan is to revisit that 
idea and try a short day trip for those who might 
still want to give it a try. February will probably see 
an indoor water park opportunity for middle school. 
     We continue to meet as youth leaders to pray for 
our students, plan and “get on the same page” 
together. Please pray for us as we seek to please 
God with the opportunities He has given us to 
minister – they’re not always what we think should 
happen nor what we desire – but we praise Him for 
just that! Here are a few things to keep in mind as 
we set the course for the next five years: 

1. New leadership and more adults on our team 
2. New students coming because our students are 

ministering to them 
3. That everyone would catch our vision, “Students 

ministering to students” 
4. Opportunities for new ministry venues 
5. Unhindered growth toward our missions trip 

objectives 
6. Opportunities for our teen choir to minister to 

teens 
7. That God would grow our “Narrow Road” band 

and give our teens more opportunity to lead 
singing, lead in prayer, lead in scripture reading  
(even present a message) and play their 
instruments weekly 

8. Our “wish list” gets noticed  
9. That we’re able to take ministry to where the 

teens are instead of expecting them to come to 
church 

10. That we would be willing to give up what we want 
so that some would hear the gospel 

11. That we would be willing to tell someone about the 
Good News of salvation in Christ before the school 
year is out 

12. That our summer ministry wouldn’t be hindered 
by lack of funds 

Well, there are twelve things to consider – think of 
them as the twelve prayer requests of the New Year 
rather than the twelve days of Christmas. As a side 
note, our emphases for the months of January and 
February will be “holiness” and lifestyle choices. 
Don’t forget our theme this year, Freeway - ers and 
Crossroad – ers: (iR.O.C.K.) I Rely On Christ’s 
Kingdom! Love, Andy  
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During the last year I tried to pull out some 
significant parenting tips and share one with you 
each month.  I don’t know if they were helpful to 
you, but the procedure of preparing it was helpful to 
me as it caused me to think through how I was 
parenting my own kids, what was important, and 
how I could improve. 
 
As parents, we know there are many influences in 
our kid’s lives that we may not know about nor 
have any control over.  However, we do know God 
- the one who does know everything that is going on 
with our children.  When we pray for our kids we 
put them under His authority and His protection.  
While they are still at home we can pray both with 
them and for them.  Even after our children have 
left our homes we can have significant impact on 
their lives just by praying for them.   
 
Each month during the coming year, I’ll be 
choosing a character quality or virtue that we can 
pray about for our children.  Then I’ll print a short 
prayer demonstrating how you can pray for your 
child using the Scripture as your basis along with 
listing the verses that the prayer comes from.  
 
They will be excerpted from a prayer bookmark put 
out by NavPress entitled 31 Biblical Virtues to pray 
for your kids.  If you would like a bookmark so that 
you can pray for a different one each day ask me for 
one.  Or use the virtue we put in the newsletter for 
the whole month.   
 
Being as we just finished opening Christmas gifts, I 
think it’s appropriate for this month’s virtue to be 
“Gratitude”  “Help my children to live lives that are 
always overflowing with thankfulness and always 
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Eph 5:20, Col 
2:7). 
 
 
 

 
Preschool Screening here at Hope 
During the first few weeks of February, we will 
have an opportunity to minister to our community.  
The Kinnikinnick School district will be holding 
their preschool screening here at Hope Church.  
Every family in the Kinnikinnick district that has 
preschoolers will be coming through our doors.  
Please pray for these families and their spiritual 
needs.  If you have a heart for families please 
consider volunteering to help.  Call Vera Juhlin at 
623-6545 for more information.  
 
Thank you to everyone who 
helped in the nurseries during 
the Christmas Musical 
performances and on Christmas 
Eve.  You were a blessing to many! 
 

CLUB CORNER     
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00 �� �� �� �� 

 �� �� �� 

 �� �� �� �� �� �� ++ �� -- �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 11 ��
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    22 �� �� ## �� �� �� �� �� �� $$ �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 

 �� �� �� 33 33 44 �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� 55 ��

 


